
WILDLAND



INTRO

Epic and intimate in the same breath, 
WILDLAND tells the story of a single wildland 
firefighting crew as they struggle with fear, 
loyalty, love and defeat all over the course of 
a single fire season. 

What emerges is a story of a small group of 
working-class men, their exterior world, their 
interior lives, and the fire that lies between.

The film was shot over two fire seasons with 
the filmmakers becoming wildland firefighters 
themselves. With unprecendented access 
they tell a story of how young men test 
themselves and grow up and ultimately what 
they carry with them along the way.
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SYNOPSIS

Every summer the American West burns. As climate change 
has increased, average temperatures have risen, resulting in 
a swift rise in wildfires in both frequency and intensity. Inside 
every one of these fires are small crews who work to contain 
the fire by hand - using shovels, pickaxes and methods that 
haven’t changed in sixty years.
     
Young Men and Fire goes inside the lives and experiences 
of the men who battle these fires by following a twenty-man 
wildland firefighting crew over the course of a single fire 
season.

The film takes place in Grants Pass, Oregon, a sleepy 
mountaintown that’s seen better days. In an early scene 
we see men going through the job interviews to become 
wildland firefighters. This is a cross-section of bad luck and 
tough stories. All of these men have come to the hard work of 
wildland firefighting for their own reasons. For some, there is a 
need to prove themselves as tough or capable, or a desire for 
some kind of adventure; for others external pressures - a tough 
job market, a recent run-in with the law, or lingering drug habit 
– have pushed them into this line of work.
     
It’s here that we meet John Banner, a forty-six year old rookie 
who is looking for liberation from his past and a way to be 
present for his young family. 

Later we meet Charlie and Aidan – twenty-three year old bible-
college dropouts. For them the summer holds the promise of 
adventure and a chance to redefine who they are.
     
    



     
All of these men are lead by their Crew Boss, Tim Brewer. A 6th grade dropout and former meth-addict, Tim has spent nineteen years 
fighting fire and now credits the job with saving his life. His only focus during the Summer is making sure that ‘nobody gets hurt and 
everybody comes home.’
     
Together these men are tasked with facing nature’s most elemental force and finding their way through boredom, fear, and a job that 
is frequently described as ‘long hours of hard labor punctuated by moments of sheer terror.’

A fatality in the middle of the season serves as a reminder of just how quickly things can go wrong and soon the crew is dispatched 
to the largest fire in the country. It’s here that they’ll make a stand and through a hectic final battle they discover some piece of 
themselves that they’ll be able to carry forward forever. 
     
Literary in style and epic in scope, this film blends an earned lyricism with intimate verité moments to look deeply at our interior lives 
and understand how a single summer and a single moment can change you.
    





BIOS

ALEX JABLONSKI (Co-Director / Co-Producer) 

Alex produced and edited Low & Clear which premiered at 
SXSW where it won the Audience Award. Previously Alex 
created the documentary project Sparrow Songs in which 
he made one short documentary a month, every month for 
a year. The project developed a worldwide following and he 
was named to Filmmaker Magazine’s list of The 25 New Faces 
of Independent Film. The series was spotlighted at Sundance 
and screened at SXSW and IDFA.  
 
In 2018, Alex was named as the Sundance Institute | Discovery 
Impact Fellow.

KAHLIL HUDSON (Co-Director / Co-Producer) 

Kahlil is a Native Tligit Alaskan and currently a professor of film 
at Santa Fe’s Institute of American Indian Arts. His first feature 
documentary Low & Clear premiered at SXSW and went on to 
screen at numerous festivals including True/False, HotDocs, 
and IDFA. Kahlil is the co-founder of Finback, a creative 
content agency that brings documentary-style storytelling to 
brands and whose handled large campaigns for Filson and 
Ram Trucks amongst others. 
 
Together Kahlil and Alex run Finback, a branded content 
company with a client list that includes Patagonia, Filson, RAM 
Trucks, Chevy Trucks, Yeti Coolers and the US Army.



CONTACT
Alex Jablonski
ae.jablonski@gmail.com
(917) 531-3473


